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Editor s 
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Email: Teresa.Vernon@bl.uk Tel. +44 (0)20 7862 8421 

 Email: Sarah.Burn@london.ac.uk 

 

The FSLG Annual Review is an annual publication, produced for the members of the French 

Studies Library Group. The aims of the Group are:  
 

 To act as a focus for librarians and others concerned with the provision of library resources 

and services in French studies;  

 To facilitate cooperation in the provision, access, promotion and preservation of French 

printed and electronic resources;  

 To provide a forum for the dissemination of information on these topics between libraries and 

the scholarly user community;  

 To liaise with related library groups.  

 

Membership  
Membership is open to any person or institution with an interest in the aims of the Group. Annual 

membership costs 15 pounds sterling. Please contact the Treasurer, Martin Hodgson  

(Martin.Hodgson@kcl.ac.uk).  

 

Notes for contributors  
Contributions to future issues of the Annual Review are always welcome. Submissions should be 

preferably in electronic form (rich text format (RTF)). Please send them to the editor at the above 

address. 

 

PLEASE NOTE  

Copyright in this publication rests with the Group, but the views expressed in it are those of 

the contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Group.  

 

FSLG on the web: http://fslg.libr.port.ac.uk/  
 

Electronic mailing lists  

FSLG has its own JISCmail list: FSLG (http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/lists/fslg.html)  

mailto:Teresa.Vernon@bl.uk
mailto:Sarah.Burn@london.ac.uk
mailto:martin.hodgson@kcl.ac.uk
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Staff changes and promotions 
 
Teresa Vernon, Head of French Collections, British Library 

 

On 15 January 2008 Morna Daniels retired from her post as curator of French Collections at the 

British Library.  Morna co-hosted the inaugural FSLG meeting held at the British Library in 

December 1999 and served on the FSLG Committee from its inception in 2003 until September 

2007.  Her departure is a great loss to the British Library and to the FSLG.  Teresa Vernon has 

been promoted to Head of French Collections. 

 

At the Taylor Institution Library in Oxford Nick Hearn has taken over from Vanya Murray as 

French Subject Consultant.  Nick is also the Russian Subject Consultant and is interested in the 

close cultural links between Russia and France in the 18
th
 and 19

th
 centuries.  Vanya is still 

responsible for Film Studies but now has a wider role across the Humanities Libraries. 

 

With the departure of Jenny Langford Caroline Long has taken over responsibility for liaison 

with French and Spanish working with the School of Languages & Social Sciences at Aston 

University.  She remains responsible for German.  

 

Heather Dawson has now taken on some French selection at the LSE Library.  She is based in 

the collection development team dealing with North American orders (all subjects except law) 

and is also the Intute Government and Politics Editor.  An article on Heatherôs work developing 

French studies resources for Intute appears in this issue. 
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Intute:  A Developing Resource for 

French Studies Research 
 
 

 

Heather Dawson, Intute Government and Politics Editor, LSE Library 

With the assistance of Angela Joyce, Institute for Learning & Research Technology, University 

of Bristol  

 

Background 

Intute (http://www.intute.ac.uk/) is a well established JISC funded service which offers free 

access to a database of web resources reflecting the óbest of the webô for UK HE staff, students 

and researchers.  The real strength of its coverage is the emphasis upon directing users to high 

quality resources which have been selected and evaluated by subject specialists.  It has also taken 

an increasing role in developing information literacy resources such as the Virtual Training Suite 

(http://www.vts.intute.ac.uk/) and the Internet Detective (http://www.vts.intute.ac.uk/detective/) to 

aid teachers and learners in refining their Internet searching techniques.   

 

Web 2.0 and Intute 

With the evolution of the web, the way people access and use Internet information is changing as 

there is increasing demand for Web 2.0 functions that enable users to interact with and customise 

content.  Over time the look and feel of Intute has also sought to evolve to take account of this.  

 

For the last couple of years we have been maintaining a series of subject orientated blogs.  The 

social science section (http://www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/blog/) contains a specialist 

European Studies blog, plus others covering elections, politics and many other subjects! These 

are being increasingly used to alert our users to new online multimedia content (including some 

specialist YouTube channels maintained by academic institutions and government departments!) 

and highlight ways in which topics in the news can be researched more thoroughly using Intute 

resources.  They include links to ephemera such as press releases and other more light hearted 

newspaper articles which we wouldnôt normally catalogue fully for Intute.  Readers can also post 

comment directly in response to them, generating discussion and recommendations of new web 

resources which they know about.  Examples from the European Studies blog have recently 

included a posting on the dangers of text-messaging for the French language which led on to 

recommendations of sites suitable for the study of French culture and linguistic research.  (See 

http://www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/blog/2008/05/28/texting-a-la-francaise/#respond  for the 

full entries). 

 

One of the ways Intute is seeking to respond to these new Web 2.0 developments is through its 

Intute Integration Project.  This was launched in March 2006 and aims to draw together and 

further develop a number of existing services and tools pioneered by its predecessor hubs in the 

Resource Discovery Network.  The rationale behind the project and its technical features are 

described in detail in a recent article published in Ariadne (issue 55, April 2008) which can be 

read online at http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/issue55/joyce-et-al/. 

http://www.intute.ac.uk/
http://www.vts.intute.ac.uk/
http://www.vts.intute.ac.uk/detective/
http://www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/blog/
http://www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/blog/2008/05/28/texting-a-la-francaise/#respond
http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/issue55/joyce-et-al/


 6 

However, to briefly summarise, one of the key 

features for users is the development of the 

MyIntute Service 

(http://www.intute.ac.uk/myintute/index.php).  If 

you havenôt looked at this recently, it is certainly 

worth revisiting as the functionality and services 

offered have recently been expanded.  In addition to 

signing up to receive regular email alerts when new 

additions are added to the database and saving 

search results online, it is now possible to create, 

save and tag your own personal collection of 

favourite Intute and (non Intute) records.  These can 

then be stored online, emailed or shared with others 

in a similar way to services offered by the social 

bookmarking site del.icio.us. 

 

 

Another possible use, which would be of particular value to lecturers or information literacy 

course organisers, is to export them to a website or VLE where they can form the basis of an 

online reading list with annotated comments on their relevance and use.  This is made possible as 

when records are saved, users are presented with some HTML code which they can easily copy 

and paste into their own websites.  Full step by step instructions explaining this are in the 

MyIntute guide which can be downloaded from the website  

(http://www.intute.ac.uk/supportdocs/quick_guide_intute_myintute.doc) 

 

For libraries and academic departments, the integration project offers a number of different ways 

of integrating Intute content into local websites.  These range from simply linking to resources; 

adding any of the over 100 Intute newsfeeds to local pages, or the more sophisticated  integrating 

or embedding of Intute search boxes into webpages so that students can search the Intute 

catalogue directly from the comfort of their own library website! Again Intute staff have created a 

series of specialised guides (http://www.intute.ac.uk/integration/) which clearly indicate the level 

of technical skill required.  For example the Intute-Lite method 

(http://www.intute.ac.uk/integration/intute-lite/) enables individuals with some experience of 

basic HTML to copy and paste codes which add an Intute catalogue search box to their webpage 

which they can then customise to search the social science section of Intute or restrict to the 

European Studies collection within it. 

A MyIntute homepage showing tag cloud 

http://www.intute.ac.uk/myintute/index.php
http://www.intute.ac.uk/supportdocs/quick_guide_intute_myintute.doc
http://www.intute.ac.uk/integration/
http://www.intute.ac.uk/integration/intute-lite/
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British Library European Documentation Centre page showing Intute Lite search box and an Intute 

newsfeed http://www.bl.uk/collections/social/eudoc.html 

 
Intute and French Studies 

From its origins in the Resource Discovery Network, Intute has attempted to provide coverage of 

French Studies.  

 

The Arts and Humanities section contains many useful resources, in its European Languages, 

Literature, Historical and Cultural Studies sections at:  

http://www.intute.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/.  These include dedicated sections on French 

linguistics and language (http://www.intute.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/cgi-

bin/browse.pl?id=201251), French literature 

 (http://www.intute.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/cgi-bin/browse.pl?id=200972) 

 and resources for French language learners and teachers 

(http://www.intute.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/cgi-bin/browse.pl?id=201432).  

 

In addition, the Social Sciences collection has a number of sub-sections relevant to French 

studies specialists.  A user can search the database by keyword or browse.  The EuroStudies 

section (http://www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/eurostudies/) offers descriptions and links to 

selected web resources on European countries, regions and the European Union.  All have been 

selected by subject specialists with reference to a series of quality criteria 

(http://www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/policy.html) and are regularly reviewed to ensure 

currency.  There is a section devoted to France (http://www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/cgi-

bin/browse.pl?id=120484) which, like the other country sub-sections, highlights a core collection 

of high quality academic resources.  These are sub-divided into resource types which include key 

government gateways, statistical agencies, maps, professional organisations, institutional 

repositories and more! Over the years, the number of resource types has expanded to keep pace 

with the growing number of different types of materials available via the Internet.  For instance, 

Intute Lite search box 

Newsfeed of new 

EuroStudies resources 

http://www.bl.uk/collections/social/eudoc.html
http://www.intute.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/
http://www.intute.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/cgi-bin/browse.pl?id=201251
http://www.intute.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/cgi-bin/browse.pl?id=201251
http://www.intute.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/cgi-bin/browse.pl?id=200972
http://www.intute.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/cgi-bin/browse.pl?id=201432
http://www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/eurostudies/
http://www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/policy.html
http://www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/cgi-bin/browse.pl?id=120484
http://www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/cgi-bin/browse.pl?id=120484


 8 

there is now a growing emphasis upon indexing multimedia (including academic and 

governmental YouTube Channels), blogs maintained by academic experts, online open access 

repositories and online courses.  In addition, users who search the database will find that our 

politics collection (which is primarily maintained by the LSE Library) also covers current 

political events such as the 2007 French presidential elections and the 2008 French Presidency of 

the EU.  Of course, the demands of maintaing a database such as Intute, which seeks to cover the 

whole spectrum of UK HE subject areas, mean that we cannot  include everything.  Therefore, we 

focus on our core objective of directing users to the most important academic resources which 

they can then explore further.  This is supplemented with topical blog entries 

(http://www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/blog/category/european-studies/) which pick up the more 

ephemeral press releases, individual news stories and film clips, that would not usually be 

included in the main database owing to their temporary nature and pressures on our time. 

 

Highlights of 2007:  the French presidential elections. 

During 2007 one of the major events covered was of course the French presidential elections.  

One of my concerns in approaching this was to highlight a selection of different materials, 

covering both the full range of the political spectrum and different resource types (including 

primary resource materials and secondary analysis).  In addition to French-language materials, I 

also needed to try to find introductory commentary from outside France for non-French speakers, 

including basic guides to the electoral system and process.  

 

My standard starting point for all election coverage is to use an alerting service, such as that 

provided by IFES (http://www.electionguide.org/country-news.php?ID=158) to ascertain correct 

dates and the main regulatory bodies.  I then try to identify web resources covering the different 

viewpoints and materials.  My standard list of types of materials which can usually be found 

(regardless of where the election is held) are:  major government departments; international 

agencies monitoring the elections; national election commissions; candidate and political party 

websites; newspapers, opinion polls; political science associations; and, if time allows, blogs and 

examples of projects monitoring elections.  

 

Since the 1990s, the French government has created high quality resources covering presidential 

elections.  2007 was no exception.  Of particular value was the élection présidentielle française 

2007 dossier prepared by La Documentation française 

(http://www.ladocumentationfrancaise.fr/dossiers/election-presidentielle-2007/) which contained 

clear summaries of the relevant electoral procedures and laws as well as facts, figures and links to 

the major French government websites.  

 

However, one notable feature of the 2007 elections, which distinguished it from its predecessors, 

was the proliferation of sites containing multimedia (film and audioclips) and Web 2.0 features 

which enabled and actively encouraged participation by the electorate.  One type of resource 

which clearly demonstrated this evolution was candidate websites.  No longer were these simply 

stores of e-versions of the paper manifestos.  Instead, they had become the starting point for 

political research offering up to the minute blogs from the campaign trails and online video clips 

of the latest speeches.  D®sirs dôavenir: le site officiel de S®gol¯ne Royal 

(http://www.desirsdavenir.org) was a notable example for its links to blogs, photographs and 

discussion forums where supporters could post comment and interact with the campaign 

organisers as well as easily access the latest writings and speeches from Ms Royal. 

http://www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/blog/category/european-studies/
http://www.electionguide.org/country-news.php?ID=158
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://www.ladocumentationfrancaise.fr/dossiers/election-presidentielle-2007/&handle=20070312-142220
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://www.ladocumentationfrancaise.fr/dossiers/election-presidentielle-2007/&handle=20070312-142220
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://www.ladocumentationfrancaise.fr/dossiers/election-presidentielle-2007/&handle=20070312-142220
http://www.ladocumentationfrancaise.fr/dossiers/election-presidentielle-2007/
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://www.desirsdavenir.org&handle=20061019-104324


 9 

Likewise news service websites also seemed to be increasing the amount of multimedia and 

interactive features offered.  All the main newspapers created their own special dossiers, A 

typical example was the Élection présidentielle de 2007:  le dossier du Nouvel Observateur 

(http://tempsreel.nouvelobs.com/speciales/elysee_2007/) which offered free access to its news 

stories, opinion polls, cartoons, and video clips of political interviews.  In addition, 2007 also saw 

the emergence of an increasing number of citizen media sites.  A well known example is 

Agoravox (http://www.agoravox.fr/mot.php3?id_mot=334) where ordinary citizens offered their 

own viewpoints on events.  It has kept an archive of many of the resources and you can view 

examples of interviews which it filmed with political candidates and comments posted by 

viewers.  These offer a different insight into the significance of the election for the ordinary 

French voter. 

 

Additionally, the elections saw a further proliferation of blogging.  All the major newspapers 

maintained, with varying degrees of efficiency, blogs from their editors many of which provided 

daily perspectives from the campaigns.  In addition, an increasing number of academic and other 

political commentators from within and outside France also offered their opinions; some even 

moving beyond textual comment to incorporate image and visual content such as opinion poll 

tracing and televised interviews.  The increasing importance of these meant that many were 

mentioned or referred to in the media.  However, the downside was that the sheer number made it 

difficult to keep track of what was being said.  In this situation some of the most useful sites were 

directories of blogs! Two notable examples were République des blogs 

(http://www.republiquedesblogs.net/), a useful listing of and meeting place for French political 

bloggers, and  Paperblog: le meilleur des blogs (http://www.paperblog.fr/politique/) a service 

created by lôEcole nationale supérieure des télécommunications (ENST), which aims to enable 

users to quickly locate in one place popular and quality articles from several thousand 

francophone and French-language blogs.  Its website also had the advantage of posting a 

selection of recent blog entries enabling users to quickly locate top stories.  

 

The importance of this type of media became the focus of study by leading academic and 

commercial research institutes.  An important 

example was Buzz-blog Présidentielle 2007  

(http://presidentielle-2007.buzz-blog.com/).  This 

interesting site, created by Cedra-Net agency, 

provided assessments of the popularity of 

presidential election candidates on blogs and 

internet discussion forums with weekly rankings 

tracing trends in their popularity.  The archived 

version of the website (which is currently still live) 

is interesting to consider in the light of the actual 

election outcomes.  Another useful reference point 

for research on this topic is Observatoire 

Présidentielle 2007 (http://www.observatoire-

presidentielle.fr/), a project of the RTGI Collective, 

a research group based at the Université de 

Technologie de Compiègne, which studied the use 

of the Internet during the 2007 French presidential 

La blogopole  

http://www.observatoire-

presidentielle.fr/template/op2007/images/vi

gnette_blogopole.gif 

http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://tempsreel.nouvelobs.com/speciales/elysee_2007/&handle=20070207-145912
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://tempsreel.nouvelobs.com/speciales/elysee_2007/&handle=20070207-145912
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://tempsreel.nouvelobs.com/speciales/elysee_2007/&handle=20070207-145912
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://tempsreel.nouvelobs.com/speciales/elysee_2007/&handle=20070207-145912
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://www.agoravox.fr/mot.php3?id_mot=334&handle=20070215-151520
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://www.republiquedesblogs.net/&handle=20061212-114749
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://www.republiquedesblogs.net/&handle=20061212-114749
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://www.paperblog.fr/politique/&handle=20080305-13332247
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://presidentielle-2007.buzz-blog.com/&handle=20070215-145928
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://presidentielle-2007.buzz-blog.com/&handle=20070215-145928
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://www.observatoire-presidentielle.fr/&handle=20060711-140206
http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://www.observatoire-presidentielle.fr/&handle=20060711-140206
http://www.observatoire-presidentielle.fr/template/op2007/images/vignette_blogopole.gif
http://www.observatoire-presidentielle.fr/template/op2007/images/vignette_blogopole.gif
http://www.observatoire-presidentielle.fr/template/op2007/images/vignette_blogopole.gif
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election campaign.  Its website contains la Blogopole, an online mapping of the existence and 

inter-relationship between over 2,000 websites and political blogs during the elections!  You can 

also continue to view Tendançologue ï online graphs of the amount of óbuzzô or space and 

importance on the net accorded to particular candidates and stories. 

 

Of course the ultimate problem with many election sites is their ephemeral nature.  This is an 

issue we constantly face at Intute as routine maintenance frequently reveals broken links and 

material that has permanently disappeared.  In terms of the 2007 French presidential elections this 

has already started happening, as former candidates remove non-current materials.  However, 

researchers might be interested to note an initiative of the Institut dôEtudes Politiques de 

Grenoble ï PACTE which worked with the Internet archive to capture and store web archives of 

a number of key categories of websites (candidates and parties,  French media, blogs and 

environmental groups).  These can be viewed as online collections of the Internet archive 

(http://www.archive-it.org/collections/467): many contain snapshots of the sites at different 

points during the campaigns enabling users to obtain some insight into the development of issues.  

 

Looking to the future 

Finally looking to the future we hope to further develop our French studies collection.  During 

the latter half of 2008 we will be providing coverage of the French presidency of the EU.  We 

also hope to develop and increase our blog postings highlighting new, interesting and innovative 

French language websites and resources.  We always welcome comment from our users so if you 

would like to recommend new resources and offer feedback on how services could be further 

developed why not help us by posting comments to our EuroStudies blog or by sending us a 

message (h.dawson@lse.ac.uk or angela.joyce@bristol.ac.uk). 

 

http://www.intute.ac.uk/cgi-bin/redir.pl?url=http://www.archive-it.org/collections/467&handle=20070502-154013
mailto:h.dawson@lse.ac.uk
mailto:angela.joyce@bristol.ac.uk
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óReassessing Narratives of War and Occupationô ï A Brief 

Introduction to the Work of the FRAME Project 
 

Nina Sutherland, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, University of Leeds 

 

The FRAME project (whose acronym comes from the words ï France Roman Guerre) began in 

October 2007 and will run until December 2009.  The project is financed by an award of over 

£450,000 from the AHRC and is based at the Universities of Leeds and Durham, where it is led 

by Professors Margaret Atack and Christopher Lloyd.  The project has two aims.  Its first aim is 

to reassess, both empirically and theoretically, the dominant critical paradigms governing 

readings of war and occupation literature in a corpus of French novels produced since 1939.  It 

will focus mainly on fictional narratives with details of autobiographies, plays and film being 

captured and recorded opportunistically. 

 

Its second aim is to compile a database of such narratives which will be made freely available to 

all researchers at the beginning of 2010.  The intention is to include up to 2000 works on the final 

database.  The project is working from a bibliography which, at present, runs to over 1500 

novels, autobiographies and films about World War Two and the Occupation and their aftermath 

and legacy in France.  Researchers will be able to access the database on the projectôs website, 

which is now online, at www.frame.leeds.ac.uk.  The website itself is an important tool which 

features details of the publications and conference papers by the project team and also of our 

research workshops, which have been led by leading scholars in the field.  There is also the call 

for papers for our projectôs conference, to be held in Leeds in September 2009, and the list of 

confirmed speakers so far.  It is envisaged that this conference will not only provide the team 

with the opportunity to present the projectôs final findings and conclusions but will also bring 

together the leading academics in the field to debate the changing nature of the representations 

and historiography of World War Two and the Occupation in the seventy years since the 

beginning of the conflict. 

 

The FRAME data entry program has been specially designed for the project by Peter Millican 

and Sarah Kattau, from the Leeds Electronic Text Centre.  The screen shots of the data entry 

program which are featured in this article do not reflect exactly what the final database will look 

like, but all the fields included here will feature in that final public database. 

 

In this article, the project team would like to provide an insight into how such a database is 

compiled, through discussion of the content of the data entry program, as well as presenting some 

of the projectôs interim conclusions.   

 

Project overview 

 

The project aims to collect at least basic biographical details about each of the authors featured 

on the database, with a large section devoted to the authorôs life during World War II (if they are 

the correct age).  There is also a section to add weblinks to sites about the author and/or their 

works.  This same section is also used to store biographical details of the numerous important 

historical figures that are featured in the novels (such as De Gaulle, Pétain). 

http://www.frame.leeds.ac.uk/
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The most important and detailed section of the data entry program and the final database is the 

composition field, shown in the following screen shot. 

 

The numbers that 

appear next to 

Person, 

Composition and 

Events in the menu 

bar reflect the 

number of entries 

that have so far been 

entered into the 

database entry 

program.  So as of 

the beginning of 

July 2008, there are 

329 authors 

recorded in the 

program, with 

details of 443 of 

their works.  There 

are also 61 historical 

events listed. 

 

Although the project is mainly concentrating on novels, the project also aims to opportunistically 

capture details of autobiographies and films.  The generic keywords field allows recording of 

greater stylistic details about the novels; whether they are works of childrenôs literature, auto-

fiction or detective novels. 

 

The project began by using an alphabetical drop down list of thematic keywords that the project 

team found in the works that they read.  This list is currently being reordered using a tree system 

as the sheer number of themes that have so far been recorded has made the current list unwieldy.  

Such a tree system also allows more precision.  For example with the tree system, it is possible 

not only to record the term ócollaborationô but also to specify which form of collaboration 

(commercial, cultural, military etc) the work is referring to.  It is hoped that this will enlarge the 

search options for researchers in the final database.  These keywords aim to capture the major 

themes of the work; more minor themes are mentioned in the composition synopsis. 

 

The project also seeks to record locations and time periods depicted, historical events and 

historical figures depicted.  This will allow researchers to search for works within the results of 

the database with more precision. 

 

Details of articles about the work that appear in the period contemporary to publication in French 

newspapers, literary journals or on the radio, in addition to details of literary prizes awarded to 

the author for this work are recorded in the section reception, while details of later articles from 

academic journal and books are listed under selected critical studies. There is also a synopsis, of 

about 350 to 450 words, which can be free-text searched. 
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Through the edition field, the project aims to provide details of the first edition, the first 

paperback edition and first translation into English of each of the works as well as television and 

film and theatre adaptations.  There is a facility to include illustrations, such as book covers and 

film posters. 

 
This 

second 

screen 

shot shows 

the 

historical 

events 
section of 

the data 

entry 

program, 

which is 

used to 

record 

details of 

historical 

events that 

are 

featured in 

the novels 

surveyed: 

dates of event, brief historical overview, ideas for further reading and weblinks.  In the final 

database, it is envisaged that researchers will use this field both to gain an overview of events that 

they are not necessarily familiar with (with suggestions for further reading included) and also as a 

further search tool, e.g. to search for all novels about the Dunkirk evacuation. 

 

An interim search facility (which can be seen on the file menu in the first screenshot) has been 

built into the database entry program for the use of the project team.  This has proved to be a 

valuable resource for PhD theses and for the teamôs conference papers and chapters for the 

projectôs collectively authored book.  All sections of the database (authorôs details, compositions, 

editions) can be free-text searched.  We can also search by generic or thematic keywords or by 

historical events. 

 

Preliminary findin gs 

 

After providing an overview of the mechanics of the project, the FRAME project would like to 

present some of its preliminary findings.  It must be stressed that these results remain very 

provisional, for they are all based (except those on the publication dates) on the 443 works that 

have been entered to date by members of the team into the projectôs database entry program.  The 

works that have been entered onto the database so far have not been chosen following any 

particular rationale, but rather based on criteria of ease of access; therefore the collections of 
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Leeds and Durham university libraries (where the project is based) supplemented with research 

trips to libraries in London and Paris as well as on the personal research areas of the team 

members: collaboration, resistance, war and the empire, and the everyday. 

 

 

The first bar chart displays the publication dates of all the novels in the projectôs working 

bibliography.  It can be seen that in the nearly seventy years since the beginning of the conflict, 

the Second World War and the Occupation has remained a major theme in French and 

Francophone literature.  The chart reveals that, as might be expected, a large number of works 

were published in the ten to fifteen years immediately following the conflict, and then the figures 

fluctuate, but are generally a sign of a reduced interest in the subject.  It was in the 1990s and in 

the first years of this new century that the number of works published has risen dramatically.  In 

the first six months of this year alone, more than fourteen novels that take World War Two and 

the Occupation as their central theme have been released.  Such results demonstrate how relevant 

a project such as FRAME remains in the contemporary cultural and academic landscape. 

 

There are four times the numbers of male authors as females featured on the FRAME database.  

Perhaps this is not surprising considering the years of birth of the authors.  The majority of the 

authors are of the first generation, and of those most of those were of the age to have had direct 

experience of the war, serving in the French army, fighting in the Resistance or participating in 

French political and administrative life under the Occupation.  As women were not part of the 

armed forces in any great numbers, nor were their Resistance activities officially recognised and 

rewarded after the war to any great extent, this may go part way to explaining the gender gap.  

The number of second generation authors is perhaps surprisingly small.  The interest both of the 

media and of academics in second generation authors such as Patrick Modiano and Marie Chaix 

might have led us to believe that they would feature in greater numbers.  The youngest authors 
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featured are part of the third generation; Guillaume Adler, who wrote Pitchipoï
1
, an account of a 

visit undertaken by his family to Auschwitz, and Nathacha Appanah, whose novel Le Dernier 

Frère
2
 tells the story of a friendship between two young boys, one an Eastern European Jew and 

the other the grandson of an indentured Indian labourer on the island of Mauritius during the war.  

The first of these authors is writing from personal experience, as the grandson of Jewish 

deportees, the second gathered testimonies and background information while working as a 

journalist for Réseau France Outre-mer. 

 

 

This next chart represents the classification of these works by generic keywords.  Some works are 

assigned more than one generic keyword, so one might be a work of childrenôs literature that is 

also a work of detective fiction.  The reason why memoirs and personal memoirs feature in such 

great numbers is that we are also incorporating in the database the results of a study undertaken 

by a former Leeds University librarian, Susan Dolamore, on French autobiographies from 1900ï

1950.
3
 As the number of works entered into the database increases, the percentage of 

autobiographies will fall.  The use of the format of the short story has remained a constant 

throughout the period, from war-time works by Vercors and Triolet, as short stories were easier 

to print and circulate clandestinely, to contemporary authors such as Gisèle Pineau who use the 

format to examine World War Two as simply another episode in French dominance over its 

Caribbean territories. 

 

                                                 
1
 Adler, G., Pitchipoï (Paris: Metaillie, 2002) 

2
 Appanah, N., Le Dernier Frère (Paris: Ed. de lôOlivier, 2007) 

3
 Dolamore, Susan M., French Autobiographical Writing 1900-1950: An Annotated Bibliography (London: Grant & 

Cutler, 1997) 
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The third chart represents the occurrence of thematic keywords in the texts studied.  Of course 

these are dominated by the terms that immediately spring to mind when one thinks of this period; 

Resistance, Collaboration (a subject on which Richard Harness, a PhD student on the project, is 

writing his thesis), Liberation.  But results from the data entry program have also revealed the 

importance of questions such as Guilt (which is the question that Ruth Kitchen, the second PhD 

student, will be addressing in her thesis), the status of Prisoners of War (especially the difficulties 

they faced when returning to civilian life) and the hardships of daily life (food shortages, 

bombings ï both by the Germans and the Allies).   

 

It can be seen that many novels do not simply restrict themselves to a depiction of events during 

the Second World War and the Occupation but also read these events in light of earlier or later 

periods in French history, such as the First World War, May 1968 or the Algerian War of 

Independence.  A number of the most recently published narratives have also engaged with 

important political issues, such as the War in Iraq and torture at Abu-Ghraïb and Guantanamo 

Bay.
4
 Therefore it can be seen that World War Two and the Occupation are such important 

moments in French collective memory and history that they are used by authors to add to 

comprehension of other more contemporary conflicts. 

 

The chart also reveals the great importance in numerical terms of narratives of deportation and 

holocaust.  Research has revealed that the focus of such narratives has shifted over time from 

political deportees to racial deportation, at first of the Jewish population and more recently to that 

of Romanies
5
 and Africans and Afro-Caribbeans.

6
 

                                                 
4
 Huston, Nancy, Lignes de failles (Arles: Actes Sud, 2006) 

5
 Daeninckx, Didier, La Route du Rom (Paris: Baleine, 2003) 

6
 Maillet, Michèle, LôEtoile noire (Paris: F. Bourin, 1990) 
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The final chart is one which represents the locations depicted in the works surveyed.  

Unsurprisingly, given the highly centralised nature of both the French state and the French 

literary scene, it is Paris that appears most frequently in the novels.  This is then followed by the 

emblematic locations of the French Resistance or the Free French (Lyon, London, the Vercors) 

and the seat of the French collaborationist government, Vichy.  Other large French cities feature 

widely, often ranking according to their population size.  However, a closer study of both the 

locations depicted and the thematic keywords reveals a subject long overlooked by literary 

studies of World War Two and the Occupation in France; the war in the French Empire.  Such 

literary and cinematographic representations are not simply the response to the success of the 

film Indigènes (Rachid Bouchareb, 2006), for the first of these novels was published in 1946 and 

over one hundred and fifty works of fiction and film have appeared at regular intervals since then. 

 

This chart also demonstrates that the majority of these texts are not very specific in their 

depiction of location.  The number of texts that simply specify a town or village in the Occupied 

zone or the Free zone or simply a French town, such as Vercorsô text, Le Silence de la Mer, are 

the most numerous.  Such texts, written during or after the war, were meant to promote a 

common, shared experience of Occupation that sought to unite the French public. 

 

Conclusion 

 

This is simply a brief overview of some of the interim conclusion drawn by the team of the 

FRAME project.  Should you have any questions or comments please contact the team through 

the project website (www.frame.leeds.ac.uk). 
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Digitising French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Drama:  

Warwickôs Marandet Collection of French Plays 
 

Peter Larkin, Subject Librarian, French Studies, University of Warwick  

 

Introduction  

 

The University of Warwickôs 

Marandet Collection of 18
th
 and 

19
th
 century French plays is a 

unique resource and one of the 

most significant collections of its 

kind in the country.  There are 

over 2000 plays from the period 

1700ï1830 and a similar number 

for the period 1830ï1900.  Most of 

the plays were put together by a 

19
th
-century French collector, 

Amedée Marandet, who was 

himself an actor and playwright.  

Some well-known 19
th
 century 

first editions had already been sold 

off when the collection was 

discovered in a Paris cellar, and 

the English importer added a 

number of disbound plays, some of 

which bear a London imprint.  Many of the remaining works and their authors have now been 

forgotten but the collection is for that reason extremely rich in popular drama of the 18
th
 and 19

th
 

centuries.  The plays were acquired (in two lots) during the mid-seventies but cataloguing was 

not completed until the beginning of this century.  Since our competitors for the collection were 

Yale and the National Library of Australia, Warwick has always felt it has a responsibility to the 

scholarly community at large to make this treasury better known, despite more limited resources.  

With the advent of digitising technology new opportunities seemed to become available within 

our range, and digitisation projects are inherently more likely to attract funding, both internal and 

external. 

 

Funding 

 

In the academic year 2004/5 Warwickôs Library was awarded £45,000 from the UK eUniversities 

project to begin digitising the Collection.  The emphasis from the beginning was to be on e-

learning and encouragement for innovatory teaching.  In terms of the scale of the collection, this 

funding could only fuel a limited project, so with the advice of Dr Katherine Astbury of 

Warwickôs French Department, it was decided to select 301 plays covering the Revolutionary 

period (1789ï1799).  The selection was on the basis of relevance to teaching, learning and 

research and also titles which had not been digitised by other institutions.  The selection also 

complemented a final year undergraduate course covering this area. 

A fold-out illustration showing the stage setting from 

óLôIntrigue sur les Toitsô by Dumerson (1805) 
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The funding enabled us both to make available the digitised content and to acquire the hardware 

and software needed to deliver a service.  It was also decided to outsource the digital images to an 

external scanning agency for reasons of cost and the lack of appropriate scanning equipment and 

skills within the University to produce high specification images.  The digitisation process 

adopted produced both preservation quality TIFF and lower resolution JPEG image files.  The 

initial intention was also to make the digitised plays fully searchable, and this meant producing 

full-text transcript files.  Given the intricacy of the French texts and the age and physical 

condition of the materials, OCR was judged not viable after some trials as the accuracy rate was 

too low.  It was clear each play would need to be manually re-keyed, and this was also 

outsourced to a francophone external agency.  An appropriate Windows server, with server 

software, carrying the capacity for current and future projects, was purchased and installed within 

the Library to be managed by its own staff (the first time we had established our own Windows 

server to deliver services).  We selected (after some evaluation) CONTENTdm software to 

enable web-based delivery and full-text searching as integral to the service.  CONTENTdm itself 

now uses some samples from the Marandet collection to advertise and demonstrate its software to 

other libraries.  This side of the project was master-minded with great skill by Stuart Hunt, our 

Data Services Manager. 

 

Two key Revolutionary terms as they appear in óLes Assembl®es Primairesô by Martinville (1797) 

 
Innovations in teaching and research 

 

The experience gained in and through the project has enabled some further, smaller digitisation 

projects on the collection to be carried out, all involving close cooperation with Warwickôs 

French Department, and enabling (to date) 123 plays from the Empire period (1800ï1815) to be 

included.  With some funding help from an internal source designed to promote innovatory 

teaching methods, a high degree of integration between the collection and a new teaching 

module, óRevolution and Empireó has been put into practice.  Under this scheme final-year 


